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Q1

Candidate Name

Mark Zielke

Q2

Email Address (for follow-up only)

mark4mayoryxe@gmail.com

Q3

Ward/Constituency

Mayor

Q4

What do you envision the City's role to be in economic development?

The mayor has a mandate to market and promote our community as the best place to do business.  That means the mayor has to be 
visible within the business community, and giving every opportunity to have businesses set up shop here in Saskatoon.  This includes 
being accessible to the business community and visibly showing support for the initiatives taken by our business community to 
stimulate and grow our economy.
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Q5

How can the City help businesses survive through the COVID-19 pandemic?

A quick tangible solution is my proposed reforming and streamlining of the permitting process at city hall.  In its current state, the 
zoning, permitting, and assessment functions of the city are bloated with red tape.  That will change under my leadership.

To recap:
Zoning: more flexibility and reform
Tax Appeals: more streamlined and reform
Budgeting: more rationalization and reform

Q6

Crime and safety are key election issues. What is your plan to address these concerns, including your position on
defunding the police?

Currently in Saskatoon, we are experiencing more people who are homeless, dealing with mental health issues, poverty and 
addictions.  This puts a lot of pressure on our police force.  I don’t believe in the term “defund the police”.  However, the year over year,
increase in the police budget appears to have done nothing to solve any of these problems.   That means looking at where we would 
save the most taxpayer resources, while actually dealing with the issues stated above.  We don’t need band-aid solutions.  We need 
tangible, actionable solutions.

Q7

What are your priorities for major capital projects in Saskatoon?

We shouldn't be burdening Saskatoon taxpayers with mega projects just for the sake of satisfying a few people's egos.  

We have more people than ever losing their jobs, homes, cars, businesses, etc.  It would be bad governance to tax these people more 
simply to add another "jewel of the prairies" to the city's portfolio.

Q8

Do you share the concerns many residents and
businesses have regarding increased taxes and user
fees?

Yes,

This all comes down to rationalizing each department's
budget. I am proposing an independent audit of each
department's budget, so we can actually know where we're
at. As well, for those candidates who are suggesting 0% or
1% tax increases, I would caution that stance. Where is the
shortfall going to be made up from? How much are user
fees, tickets, and bylaw infractions going to cost due to an
artificial promise of no tax increases? No candidate
proposing such things can answer that question. It is my
firm belief that you can't manage unless you measure.

Please elaborate::

Q9

What steps would you recommend the City take to curb or mitigate rising operational costs?

Rationalize every single budget line.  That's simple business 101.  The city is a business.  It would be prudent to treat it as such.
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Q10

If necessary, would you support any initiatives City
Administration may take to freeze or even reduce staffing
levels?

Yes,

Again, this is the "rationalization" part of the conversation. If
there's something the city is bleeding money on, then that
needs to be stopped right away. If resources are not
providing the necessary outcomes in a department's budget,
then that wound needs to be dealt with, and resources
diverted, either to other initiatives that require more
attention, or back into savings for Saskatoon taxpayers.
Good stewardship = rationalization and reform of our
budgeting process.

Please elaborate::

Q11

How do you believe that the City should spend COVID-19 relief money provided by the provincial or federal
government? Do you believe that relief money should be spent in the area for which it is specified (e.g. infrastructure,
etc.)?

We have many infrastructure responsibilities that are falling by the wayside.   The federal Covid relief money should be spent on those 
items specified.  For example: replacing lead pipes in neighbourhoods.

Q12

Do you believe the decision regarding the Main Library
funding/debt should be revisited?

Yes,

I have two significant issues with this project. 1: The Library
Board does not answer to city council. In effect, it is not
accountable. Yet, this same board sets tax rates for
citizens and taxpayers in Saskatoon. These rates are then
rubber stamped by city council. 2: The proposed numbers
from the current administration don't make sense. I
understand that it comes from a lack of business knowledge
and acumen, but that is no excuse when we're dealing with
the issue of significant debt. This debt will have to be paid
back, and with people losing their jobs, businesses and
homes, adding a burden to people dealing with these
uncertain economic times is not good leadership.

Please elaborate::

Q13

What is your #1 priority on your election platform?

Breaking the Lighthouse into 5 different locations.  

By tackling this problem, we are going to be able to provide tangible and real help in the areas of mental health, addictions, 
homelessness and poverty.


