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Q1

Candidate Name

Mairin Loewen

Q2

Email Address (for follow-up only)

mairinloewen@wardseven.ca

Q3

Ward/Constituency

Ward 7

Q4

What do you envision the City's role to be in economic development?

The City's role in regional economic development is to facilitate and support business in Saskatoon. This includes working with 
partners like SREDA to provide incentives, working with stakeholders like the NSBA and Chamber to identify and address issues and 
barriers in various industries, ensuring responsive and prompt service at City hall, and fostering the kind of community that is 
attractive for both employers and employees. Everything from functional traffic and transit systems to community safety has an 
influence on the health of the local economy, and the City's role is to foster the kind of climate where business can thrive.

Q5

How can the City help businesses survive through the COVID-19 pandemic?

The City can help businesses in this difficult time by providing stability and consistency in its internal functions like permit processing 
times, responsiveness to requests and concerns from businesses, and timely processing of zoning applications, etc. The City can 
also help to stimulate local business through capital investments and leveraging funding from other levels of government.

#32#32
COMPLETECOMPLETE

Collector:Collector:   Web Link 1 Web Link 1 (Web Link)(Web Link)
Started:Started:   Wednesday, October 28, 2020 10:36:01 PMWednesday, October 28, 2020 10:36:01 PM
Last Modified:Last Modified:   Monday, November 02, 2020 11:53:23 AMMonday, November 02, 2020 11:53:23 AM
Time Spent:Time Spent:   Over a dayOver a day
IP Address:IP Address:   142.165.171.232142.165.171.232

Page 1

Page 2



2020 Municipal Election Candidate Questionnaire

2 / 4

Q6

Crime and safety are key election issues. What is your plan to address these concerns, including your position on
defunding the police?

My priorities for community safety are to continue to encourage partnerships and community engagement in tackling concerns around 
crime in Saskatoon. I do not believe community safety will improve by reducing funding to the SPS. I also believe we need to work 
with our partners to more effectively address the many complex social issues, like mental health, addiction, and family breakdown, 
that are presently tasked to Police. Expanding programs like our PACT teams and partnerships with local and provincial agencies will 
help us maximize our police resources and ensure the most appropriate responses to calls for service. As a member of the Board of 
Police Commissioners I have seen first-hand the importance of engaging businesses and residents in planning for community safety, 
and this work must continue despite the limitations of our current context.

Q7

What are your priorities for major capital projects in Saskatoon?

My priorities for major capital projects are mostly to ensure the completion of projects currently underway, such as the BRT system, 
ongoing water/sewer work in older areas of the city, continued investments in roads and preventative maintenance on bridges and 
overpasses, and sidewalk rehabilitation and accessibility.

Q8

Do you share the concerns many residents and
businesses have regarding increased taxes and user
fees?

Yes,

I know affordability is top-of-mind for residents and
businesses alike right now. Council needs to continue to
make progress on driving tax increases downward. This will
happen most sustainably by finding long-term savings and
efficiencies in civic operations - projects like Fusion - rather
than through one-time cuts. It's essential that we continue
to make investments in community infrastructure and city
services in order to provide stability and quality of life.

Please elaborate::

Q9

What steps would you recommend the City take to curb or mitigate rising operational costs?

As mentioned above, projects like Fusion, designed to identify long-term opportunities to centralize, streamline, and digitize city 
process, are important ways to realize lasting benefits for ratepayers. We have also realized significant operational savings by 
improving energy efficiency in civic buildings and reducing utility costs. We must also continue our investments in infrastructure in 
order to avoid costly one-time fixes which are both expensive and disruptive.
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Q10

If necessary, would you support any initiatives City
Administration may take to freeze or even reduce staffing
levels?

Yes,

I think there are circumstances where considering a hiring
freeze would be warranted (as was the case at the onset of
the pandemic), but I would be very cautious about reducing
staffing levels given the needs and expectations of the
community around services in the city. I know we have
more to do in terms of processing times at City Hall around
permits, etc., and reducing staff could run counter to this
work.

Please elaborate::

Q11

How do you believe that the City should spend COVID-19 relief money provided by the provincial or federal
government? Do you believe that relief money should be spent in the area for which it is specified (e.g. infrastructure,
etc.)?

I believe the City should work as closely as possible with federal and provincial funding opportunities to leverage the best possible 
value for the community. To date, we have been able to propel forward some important infrastructure investments that provide both 
community benefit and economic stimulus. This dual advantage is an important factor to consider in all future funding opportunities 
and decisions.

Q12

Do you believe the decision regarding the Main Library
funding/debt should be revisited?

No,

Based on the information I have seen, I do not believe it is
possible to rescind the decision made in November, 2019,
to allow the SPL to borrow in order to build a new central
library. Even if such a motion were deemed to be
procedurally allowable, pursuing a delay or a reversal on this
vote would plunge the City into a complicated legal and
financial situation, given that the library has, based on the
2019 approval, purchased land and begun to release RFPs
and award contracts related to the project. I believe it is
dangerous territory for Council to establish a precedent for
rescinding decisions on major capital projects. The SPL's
business case is thorough and compelling, and to revisit
this decision would deny Saskatoon not only the benefit of
the new downtown library and the services it provides to
youth, adults, seniors, newcomers, and job-seekers, but
also the benefit of the economic spinoffs - estimated by
KPMG to be in the area of 1000+ jobs created and $132
Million to Canada's GDP.

Please elaborate::
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Q13

What is your #1 priority on your election platform?

The central challenge of the next four years will be navigating the recovery from the effects of a pandemic on our community: 
maintaining affordability while delivering essential investments, improvements, and services. Striking the right balance in this 
challenge will be my top priority as the Ward 7 City Councillor.


