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2020 Civic Election Mayoral and Council Candidates Questions 

Many questions are Yes or No answers. Please elaborate where appropriate. 
 

1. Candidate Name 
 

Cary Tarasoff 
 

2. Email Address (for follow up only) 
 

carytarasoff@sasktel.net 
 

3. Ward/Constituency 

 
City of Saskatoon 
 

4. What do you envision the city’s role to be in economic development?  
 

In relation to business specifically, my job as Mayor is to support and 
promote business of all types.  The Mayor should always be looking for 
new local, regional, and international ways to draw business 
opportunities to our city.  Whether a specific business group has 
requested assistance or not, the Mayor needs to always be keenly 
watching for new ways to connect saskatoon business interests to help 
foster new activities and to broaden and strengthen existing enterprises. 
 
 

5. How can the City help businesses survive through the COVID pandemic?  

 
a. Helping businesses get an online presence or to adjust to a digital 

marketplace where appropriate 
b. Adjust business licensing regulations to make it easier for business 

to change focus, to expand, and to move to new locations. 
c. Drop business license fees that are a burden to small businesses 

trying to keep their doors open. 
d. Allow hurt businesses an extended grace period to pay outstanding 

taxes with proof of financial hardship (not applicable to businesses 
thriving in this pandemic). 
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e. Work to change the utilities service charges to just charge the 
amounts actually needed to provide and maintain the utility 
without taking excessive profits to just roll back into the city 
general revenues. 

f. Temporarily stop taking all extra fees for storm water and storm 
water management. 

g. Freeze the implementation of the Low Emission Plan which is slated 
to further hurt businesses of all scales. 

h. Work to see if a bulk purchase agreement of Covid PPE can be 
established to help with the economy of scale so that small 
businesses can buy in on the purchasing power of larger combined 
business efforts including the City of Saskatoon themselves. 

 
 

6. Crime and Safety are key election issues. What is your plan to address these concerns, 
including your position on defunding the police? 

 

I believe that great strides have been made in our local police force under 
the programs started by Chief Weighill and now furthered by Chief 
Cooper.  Tweaks might be called for, but I will never be in agreement with 
any calls for some blanket defunding of the police force. 
 
In general, I believe that people who put on a uniform and take an oath 
should receive our respect for wanting to help society.  I know personally 
that the lifestyle restrictions on any person in uniform extend well 
beyond regular working hours or the salary paid.  I am not afraid to hold 
any person in uniform to account, but that should never be an 
instantaneous jumping off point until a reasonable investigation is done 
which shows real cause for concern.  Too often people see a small snippet 
of any situation and feel that they are fully informed.   
 
My experience is often that the full story takes some time and that the 
more detailed understanding can change real perception to what was 
right and wrong. It is true that all police forces have come under more 
scrutiny in the last decades but it is also true that positive police 
encounters are often not well publicly acknowledged either.  
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Over the years, I have had the opportunity to take part in various ride 
alongs which I later felt were more social work than traditional policing in 
my view.  I attended a Civilian Police Academy in 2012 which also proved 
very informative.  This gave me a much larger understanding of how the 
Saskatoon Police Service operate within our city and what types of issues 
and threats they deal with daily. 
 
My neighbor was murdered one quiet morning in 2012.  A kind lady just in 
her home with her 4 children and her husband getting ready for the day 
ahead.  In the end, the Saskatoon Police Service determined that these 
criminals were part of the Alberta White Boy Posse Gang.  An ultraviolent 
white supremist drug gang from Alberta who completely targeted the 
wrong house that morning where they murdered an innocent mother at 
home on maternity leave with her family. 
 
I ended up being a witness to some events of this crime and I testified at 
two murder trials as a result.  This gave me an even closer view of the 
justice system and the operations of the Saskatoon Police Service 
throughout the investigation and the trial period. 
 
Our current police are now dressed in what might have looked like SWAT 
gear from 20+ years ago.  Blue short sleeved shirts are replaced by bullet 
proof vests and a larger host of equipment to try and deal with even more 
complex situations.  Now SWAT teams tend to look like full military 
combat dressed individuals. 
 
Police respond to ever increasingly violent and well-equipped criminal 
gangs and they put themselves at great risk daily to keep this in check and 
to help keep us all safe from bear spray, tasers, knives, wasps, guns, 
explosives, chemicals and more. 
 
At various open houses I have attended in the Pleasant Hill area, I am 
struck by the disparity of how various residents’ comment about safety.  
Some say that they feel the police never respond to their calls while 
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others state that they feel over policed.  Still, there is a lower chance that 
crime is reported in these areas and this hurts the ability of police to 
suitably engage and deal with criminals working in the shadows. 
 
I have had to call the Saskatoon Police Service for family mental health 
issues which I personally thought should have been handled by the 
mental health professionals instead.  I was told by the mental health 
professionals that my calling the police was part of the process to get 
things better documented.  There has to be a better way than this for 
mental health and for the overall use and protection of the police force 
and what its activities should generally be.  Instead, too often the police 
are being used as a catch all when other agencies fail or refuse to act. 
 
People need to understand that those serving in uniform are generally the 
ones who run into a situation when everyone else is fleeing.  It is up to all 
of us to better train and delegate these resources for better outcomes, 
regardless of the branch of service. 
 
Personally, I believe that body cameras are a good thing but my 
knowledge on this issue is somewhat limited. 
 
The City was eager to tear down a large house in a wealthy area because 
they suddenly deemed it as condemned and a hazard, yet they do nothing 
about the numerous vacant and delipidated homes that dot various 
neighborhoods around 20th Street.  These houses fuel crime activities and 
pose a direct hazard to those that remain nearby in their own homes.  I 
would push hard that the City finally take this situation as worthy and 
requiring intervention. 
 
The second part to this aspect for this area is New Attainable Homes and 
Infill Development.  The City requires unfair fees on some infill 
development which hinders its ability to go ahead.  The more infill 
development we can facilitate specifically in this inner-city area, the 
better the overall safety situation.  This will help the police to more 
evenly watch over the area as crime activity wanes as a result. 
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7. What are your priorities for major capital projects in Saskatoon? 
 

Have simple and honest discussions with CNCP about finding a beneficial 
way to move rail traffic out of our city.  By whatever means that may 
prove to follow.  Too many large projects are going to be hindered or 
halted until this issue is finally properly planned for.  Rail lines out of the 
city opens up a clean slate of development options for the downtown and 
may even allow for some selective re-use of existing rail infrastructure for 
an LRT mainline instead of the BRT (Bus Reliable Transport). 
 

8. Do you share the concerns many residents and businesses have regarding increased taxes and 
user fees?  
 

Yes, a large part of my platform has to do with the unfair hidden taxes on 
both commercial and residential properties.  Water rates going up 41.6% 
in the last five years while still taking more than 7 million dollars into the 
city general revenue is a huge part of the problem.  Charging businesses 
that consume use water in their process with an equal amount of sewer 
that is obviously never created is also a huge problem for me.       

 
9. What steps would you recommend the City take to curb or mitigate rising operational costs?  

 

Stop with the grand visions for everything.  Less multi-tiered overpaid 
engineering managers for projects that are simply sent out to outside 
consultants with their own multi-tiered managers.  Simple straight 
forward projects which produce good results for the taxpayer should be 
the focus.  The City Administration has lost touch with the fact that they 
work for the citizens and businesses of Saskatoon, instead of the other 
way around.  The culture of doing what is best for themselves first at the 
cost to everyone paying the bills on the outside has to stop. 
 

10. If necessary, would you support any initiatives City Management may take to freeze or 
even reduce staffing levels?  
 

Yes, our provincial population had already begun to shrink pre Covid, so 
why is the City of Saskatoon payroll continually outpaced our population 
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growth regardless?  Too many at City Hall view themselves as the engine 
of our economy, the center of all that happens in our city.  I actually view 
City Hall as a selective day time business use that is supposed to fully 
support the greater economy.  When the City of Saskatoon 
Administration feel they are the main economic driver and job creator, 
that is dangerous.  The only way the City of Saskatoon is a business if they 
are allowed to keep extracting large sums of money from the population 
around them.  And the extraction of those funds really does limit the 
ability of real business activity and personal growth within the city.  The 
city needs to foster conditions and processes to aid business growth but 
they need to quit thinking that they are the main business themselves.   
 
That type of attitude is why they feel the new taxpayer funded library will 
generate so much economic activity when they fail to recognize that by 
first removing that economic gain from businesses and residents, that 
they are simply choosing to ignore those with business acumen so they 
can try their own hand at it in a taxpayer funded test,  exactly like the 
Remai Modern turned out to be.  Well, except the library is actually never 
expected to actually make sufficient income on its own to even break 
even and perhaps the Remai might someday at least make that threshold.  
Or maybe it won’t? 
 

11. How do you believe that the City should spend COVID-19 relief money provided by the 
provincial or federal government? Do you believe that relief money should be spent in 
the area for which it is specified (e.g. infrastructure, etc.)? 

  

Yes, the money should be allocated as specified.  But, if there is a dire life 
and death emergency present in our city I would reallocate any and all 
funds necessary whenever that situation is present and until that 
situation has subsided. 

 
12. Do you believe the decision regarding the Main Library funding/debt should be 

revisited? 
 

Yes!  There was more time spent on many debates in City Council on the 
firepit situation than the one evening they considered the 53.5 million 
dollars spread in funding proposed by different Councillors that evening.  
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Anyone that deals with large projects will know that the council did not 
do proper review of a budget swing of this magnitude.  And so I have 3 
distinct ways to pause this project during this pandemic.  To ensure they 
can not take a further 5.6 million dollars of reserves next year as well.  
They have more than enough money for planning.  Mayor Clark has 
repeatedly stated that the Library Board has already spent tens of millions 
of dollars on this project.  Yet they only just started planning for the 
building.  This also shows a massive lack of financial accountability if this 
much has already been wasted with nothing to show for it.  The City of 
Saskatoon Land Branch bought the land already and not the Library 
Board.  The final thing about this Library Board is that they are forgetting 
two critical things.  1.  They are a service for the City of Saskatoon and 
they are only funded as approved by City Council.  If they are not 
concerned about the well being of their fellow citizens during a pandemic, 
then they need their outlook adjusted.  I can do that as need be.  2.  
Holmwood and other areas will soon need their own libraries.  Where is 
all this money going to come from in the next few years then?  Those are 
projected to be multifunction facilities.   

 
13. What is your No. 1 concern/election platform? 

 

Stopping all but emergency debt.  Lowering all costs as much as 
absolutely possible for citizens and businesses alike.  I want to reasonably 
protect your life and your business.  I want to keep every job we 
absolutely can as it is so much easier to keep an existing job than to 
create a new one from scratch.  In any case, business is the best long-term 
job creator and municipalities can only create work until tax funded 
money runs out.  A job created by real entrepreneurial business 
enterprise has the best chance to sustain itself and to grow into the 
future.  And solid, long term jobs are the backbone of our city! 

 
 

Please return completed questionnaire to: info@nsbasask.com 
 

QUESTIONAIRE RECEIVED on the afternoon of Tuesday, November 3rd.   
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